A men d ments to the claims : 



Please amend claims 1, 19, 20, 27, 30, and 31 and 
cancel claim 15 as indicated. New text is underlined and 
deleted text is struck through. 



1. {currently amended) A tamper notification and protection 
device for use with a valve, said valve including a first 
fitting to be protected havin g - -thre ads, a second fitting 
correctable to a tank, and a burst disk, said device 
comprising : 

a tapered cylinder having a base and inner and outer 
surfaces with securing means, sai d firo t - fitting receivabl e by 
said tapered- cylind er i f said firat fi t ting hao fchrcada o -a-aa 

-ife-s-fc-f-fctt ing if s ai d fi r-e- t fitting fe a^-efer-ea^s - on an inne -g 
surfaee ; 



a first strap attached to one side of the cylinder 
and bendable about the valve, said first strap having a ring 
through which said burst disk is insert able; ®«d 

a second strap attached to another side of the 
cylinder and bendable about the valve; and 

means for fastening said first strap to said second 

strap . 



2. (original) The device of claim 1 further comprising a tab 
disposed on said first strap, said tab including perforations. 



3. (original) The device of claim 1 further comprising at 
least one indentation at which said first and second straps 
are bendable. 
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4. (original) The device of claim 1 further comprising a 
series of indentations, said first and second straps each 
bendable at each indentation of said series. 

5. (original) The device of claim 1 further comprising 
channels at which said first and second straps are bendable. 

6. (original) The device of claim 1 wherein said means for 
fastening includes a tongue included within said first strap. 

7. (original) The device of claim 6 wherein said means for 
fastening includes a tongue receiver included within said 
second strap . 

8. (original) The device of claim 7 wherein said tongue 
includes a saw edge fastenable to said tongue receiver. 

9. (original) The device of claim o wherein said tongue 
receiver includes a protrusion preventing said saw edge tongue 
from being retracted after insertion. 

10. (original) The device of claim 1 wherein a base extends 
from said ring forming a needle eye shaped, 

11. (original) The device of claim 1 wherein said first and 
second straps are comprised of plastic. 

12. (original) The device of claim 1 wherein said cylinder is 
comprised of plastic. 

13. (original) The device of claim 1 -wherein said first strap 
is bendable at three locations and said second strap is 
bendable at one location, said straps forming a square-like 
shape when fastened to one another. 

R2:RMI-O05.W.T 



•14. (original) The device of claim 1 wherein said first and 
second straps are integral with one another. 

15. (Cancelled) 

16. (original) The device of claim 1 wherein said securing 
means are tangs. 

17. (original) A tamper notification and protection device 
.for use with a valve, said valve including a first fitting to 
be protected, a second fitting connectable to a tank, and a 
burst disk, said device comprising: 

means for blocking particles from entering said 
first fitting,, said means for blocking receivable by said 
first fitting; and 

first and second straps bendable about said valve 
and attached to said means for blocking said first fitting, 
said means for blocking disposed between said straps, and said 
first strap fastenable to said second strap. 

18. {original) The device of claim 17 wherein said means for 
blocking is a thimble. 

19. (currently amended) The device of claim 17 wherein said 
thimble includes an inner surface and an outer surface— sa-id 

sur f ae es— hav-i-ftg— fe-an gs receiving- a thre ad-e f s - ai d f. irst- ^iefeing 

either one or both of said surface s h aving t a ngs connect able 
to sa id fitting . 
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20. {currently amended) The device of claim 19 wherein said 
first fitting is receivable fay said thimble when said £i-E-e-& 

an i nner surface and said thimble is receivable by said first 
fitting when said -fir st f itt ing-h aa threads on — an inner 
r-*aee thi mble h a s tangs on an ou ter surface . 

21. (original) The device of claim 17 further comprising a 
tab disposed on said first strap, said tab including 
perforations . 

22. (original) The device of claim 17 further comprising a 
ring disposed on said first strap, said burst disk intertable 
through said ring. 

23. (original) The device of claim 22 wherein a base extends 
from said ring forming a needle eye shaped. 

24. (original) The device of claim 17 further comprising an 
indentation at which said strap is bendable. 

25. (original) The device of claim 17 wherein said second 
strap further comprises a first strap receiver. 

26. (original) The device of claim 17 wherein said means for 
blocking is a tapered cylinder having a base. 
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27. (currently amended) The device of claim 26 wherein said 
tapered cylinder having a base includes an inner surface 
h aving tangs and an outer surface having tangs, wherein said 
first fitting is receivable by said tapered cylinder when said 

t apered cylinder has tan g s on said inner surface f-i-r-e-G fitti n g 

hae-eh-reads— en-an- e ' Utc r surface and said tapered cylinder is 
receivable by said first fitting when said ■ firefe - -f -3rfreiH5g has 
breads— a n-an- inner-ou^f - a -ee t apered cylinder has tangs on said 
outer s u rface . 

28. (original) The device of claim 17 wherein said first 
strap is bendable at three locations and said second strap is 
bendable at one location, said straps forming a square- like 
shape when fastened to one another. 

29. (original) A tamper notification and protection, device 
for use with a valve, said valve including a first fitting to 
be protected and a second fitting connectabie to a tank, said 
device comprising: 

first and second enclosing means for enclosing said 

valve ,* 

means for blocking particles from entering said 
first fitting, said means for blocking attached to and 
disposed between said first and second enclosing means; and 

means for fastening said first enclosing means to 
said second enclosing means, wherein upon blocking particles 
from entering said first fitting with said means for blocking 
and upon enclosing said valve with said means for enclosing, 
said first enclosing means is fastened to said second 
enclosing means. 



R2:SKI 0 03 . AMT 



30. (currently amended) A protection device for use with a 
valve, said valve including a first fitting ccnnectable to a 
distribution mechanism and having- fe^r-eadg-, and a second 
fitting connec cable to a tank, said device comprising: 

a tapered cylinder having a base, an inner surface 
with securing means, and an outer surface with securing means, 
said tapered cylinder att achable to said f itting with ei ther 
3 aid securing means o f said in ner surface or said securing 
m eans of s aid outer surfa ce t-ape-r-ed-ey-i-iH-de r- rcceiv a-M-e— by 
s-ajrd fir o t f itbing -4-g-Hs aid first fitting hao threads- on an 
4xm QX - su r f a c e an d—aai-e— f-i-^e-e-i- i t ting r ooei vab - l - e - -by ■ ■ sal d 



31. (currently amended) A protection device for use with a 
valve, said valve including a first fitting connectabie to a 
distribution mechanism a^d— h aving threads , and a second 
fitting connectabie to a tank, said device comprising: 

a tapered thimble having inner and outer surfaces 
with securing means for attachment e e - a—thrcad of said fitting 
with either said inner or outer securing means. 



32. (original) The device of claim 31 wherein said inner and 
outer securing means are tangs . 



